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is in question, as such an attack implies a specially
severe action, the single object of which is to lead
without delay to the integral solution, the decision.

First of all the mass has to be brought to a distance
(600, 700, 800 yards) wherefrom it may make an efficient
use of its arms. Until it reaches that distance, it
remains unable to act usefully by fire and suffers itself
from enemy fire, mainly from the fire of the artillery,
which, by rapid fire, would succeed in disorganising an
uncovered attacking body.

We find then, first of all, a period of movement during
which the infantry mass, disarmed so to speak, attempts
to evade as much as possible, by means of methodical
formations and quick movements, the effects of enemy
fire. Hence the combinations which aim at making
troops less vulnerable and more mobile: thin lines,
formations on one rank, subdivision on the flanks;
" swarms," " checker-board formations," etc.

However, in the presence of an enemy master of his
own fii& and free to use it against the oncoming mass,
a formation, however skilful it may be, will not generally
make it possible, of itself, to advance under fire over
an open ground, not even to cross, under those con-
ditionsfspaces of any length; losses would be incurred
which would break the organisation and above all the
spirit of the troops, of the infantry mass.

To-day even more than in the past, the art will
consist, during this period of the march, in utilising all
the defiladed ways%pf access and all the cover provided
by the ground. The formation to be given to the mass,
far from aiming at symmetry, at harmony, at regularity,
must only tend to enabling the greatest possible numbers
to secure those advantages of cover which nothing can
replace,

On the contrary, in the second phase of combat, from
a distance of 600, 700, 800 yards from the previously
reconnoitred enemy position, the mass is able to develop
its whole power: firing power and striking power. The
formations to be adopted must tend to make the most
efficient use possible of these two means of action: to
make one succeed the other without a hitch, so that
the combined effects of fire and assault should be
superimposed and added one to the other.